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George Mason University

College of Education and Human Development

Early Childhood Education Program

EDUT 501: Introduction to Special Education  - with a focus on early intervention and early childhood special education for diverse young learners
SEEDS Cohort – Arlington Campus – Original Bldg. 330

Fall 2009
	Instructor: 
	Eva K. Thorp, Ed.D.
	

	E-mail:
	ethorp@gmu.edu
	

	Phone:
	703/993-2035
	


Course Description

This course:  

1) Surveys current knowledge about young children with disabilities within the context of human growth and development and learning expectations in the preschool years.   Includes historical factors and legislation affecting service delivery.  

2) Provides an overview of etiology, characteristics and needs of young children who are at-risk for or who have identified disabilities.  

3) Explores assessment approaches, educational strategies, and models of service delivery in early intervention and early childhood special education.  

4) Includes a focus on the role of family-professional partnership in early intervention and early childhood special education.

5) Examines current issues and approaches in the field through the lens of cultural and linguistic diversity.  
Student Outcomes

Students will

· explore the philosophical, social, cultural and legal factors that have shaped and continue to impact early childhood special education in the United States

· demonstrate an understanding of evidence-based principles that influence early intervention 
· describe characteristics of diverse children and families
· describe the role of assessment in identification, eligibility, and service delivery for young children and their families 

· describe typical settings and service models appropriate for work with infants, toddlers, and young children who are at-risk or who have disabilities and their families.

· demonstrate an understanding of models of interpersonal and interprofessional collaboration in working with families on behalf of their young children

· explore the role of their own personal, social, and cultural experiences and perspectives in their professional decision making.

· demonstrate person-first respect and understanding of young children and their families
· critically consider course topics and readings through the lens of services for children and families from diverse cultural and linguistic communities.

Relationship of Course to Program Goals and Professional Organizations

This course fulfills certain goals related to the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) program assessment and professional goals of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), and Teacher of English to Speakers of Other Languages, Inc. (TESOL). The course addresses many of the standards of the professional organizations. Course assessments specifically address aspects of CEC Standards 1 (Foundations), 2 (Development and Characteristics of Learners), and 3 (Individual Learning Differences) as well as NAEYC Standard 1 (Promoting Child Development and Learning) and TESOL standard 2 (Culture).

Required Book:
Gargiulo, R.M. & Kilgo, J.  (2000).  Young Children with Special Needs.  Albany, NY:  Delmar.

Recommended Resource Books:

Dunlap, L.L. (1997). Introduction to Early Childhood Special Education. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Bullard, S., Carnes, J., Hofer, M., Polk, N., and Hernandez, R. (1997). Starting Small: Teaching Tolerance in Preschool and the Early Grades. Montgomery, Al: Southern Poverty Law Center.
Recommended Web Resource:

http://nectac.org/  (website of the National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center)

http://idea.ed.gov/  (website of the U.S. Department of Education, with resources related to IDEA 2004)
Other readings will be assigned on a regular basis.

Nature of Course:

This course utilizes a distributed instruction format including lecture and discussion, small and large group activities, web based activities, and observations of young children. Active participation of all students is required. Students are expected to complete all class readings prior to each session so as to engage in active dialogue, sharing of ideas and reflection to engage in productive learning. Students are expected to integrate course readings and class information into their written assignments
 to demonstrate knowledge of content matter.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attend all class sessions (unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructors).

2. Prepare for class by completing all assigned readings.

3. Actively participate in all class discussions and activities.

4.   Complete all written assignments and projects on time. A pattern of lateness to class or late assignments will impact your grade. No assignments will be accepted after Dec. 9,2008.

Note: If you require accommodations or modifications due to a disability or other circumstance, please consult with the course instructors.  The University is required by the Americans with Disabilities Act to provide support and offers resources through the Disability Resource Center and the Writing Center.  Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course are encouraged to register with the GMU Disability Resource Center (DRC).  See www.gmu.edu/student/drc  or call 703-993-2474 to access the DRC.  

COURSE GRADING:

A+ = 98 – 100

A = 95 – 98

A- = 90 – 94

B+ = 87 – 89


B = 83 – 86

B- = 80 – 82

C = 70 – 79

F = < 70
Assignments
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Weekly Readings: Weekly readings from the required books and other sources will be required. The student is expected to share acquired information and reactions during class discussion and incorporate into other assignments.
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 Article Critique. Read and critique one research or theory-building article relating to services for diverse young learners. Find an article in a journal regarding early childhood special education. Email the citation for the article and your reasons for choosing it to the instructor for permission to proceed with the review. Read the article and summarize it in a one page critique detailing the following: Author, title, topic, article citation, article summary, your thoughts/opinions; e.g., how did this article help you better understand the field of early childhood special education, and implications for an early childhood special educator’s practice. 

Post the critique on Blackboard in your designated space.  

DUE: Sept. 23  10 points
In addition, you are responsible for reading the article critiques written by all others in your class, and discussing their critiques via the Blackboard on-line discussion board. 

DUE: Sept. 30 10 points
[image: image3.wmf]Pamphlet about a Disability. Develop a pamphlet that can be used by families as a resource for understanding the complex nature of a disability that a preschool child might have. Make sure to include 1) the defining features/characteristics of the disability, 2) how it is expressed from birth through age five across the main developmental areas (Social-Emotional, Language and Literacy, Cognitive, Physical and Sensory Areas), 3) major services usually provided, 4) whether medicines are used, which ones and why, 5) the typical specialists that serve these children, and 6) good sources for more information.

Post your pamphlet on the Blackboard site.  Be prepared to discuss your pamphlet in class.  Bring enough copies for the class and the instructor.  In addition to the handout, prepare a brief paper for the professor:  in one-page critically evaluate what you learned from the perspective of families from diverse cultural and language groups.  On a separate page list references you found especially useful and provide a brief annotation for each.
DUE: Post on-line October 28, bring to class November 4.  25 points
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Critical Issues Presentation:  With a partner, you are to research a current topic/issue in the field of early intervention and early childhood special education.  As a pair, you will research the topic and prepare an in-class presentation to help the class better understand the nature of this issue and how it is currently being viewed.  On the night of your presentation, you are to bring to class a handout which contains:  1) An agenda; 2) An annotated resource list (ten references); 3) A copy of one good article for each class member.  Your presentation should be 45 minutes and be structured to engage your classmates in one or more activities to help them better understand the issue.

Topics include:  Over-representation of African American children in special education; services to children whose home language is other than English; services for young children with autism; inclusive services in early education; challenging behaviors; RTI – response to intervention.

Presentation Dates: November 18, November 25, December 2  35 points
[image: image5.wmf]Take home final will be given.  The exam will cover material from readings, lectures, videos and class discussions.  More information on exams will be provided in class.  Exams will be a mix of essay and objective questions. 20 points
DUE: December 9th

Schedule of Classes
	Date
	Topic

	August 26
	SEEDS ORIENTATION 



	September 2
	Overview of class, Early Childhood Special Education as a profession

	September 9
	Foundations of Early Childhood Special Education; History, legislation, policy impacting the field
Chapters 1&2, Gargiulo

	September 16
	Bedrock principles influencing services to young children – the role of families, appropriate practices, natural environments

Chapter 3, Gargiulo 

	September 23
	Defining disabilities: types of disabilities and characteristics

Article critique posted
Chapter 4, Gargiulo 

	September 30
	Assessment for eligibility and for planning and evaluation
Response to articles posted
Chapter 5, Gargiulo

	October 7
	Service delivery approaches, collaboration and consultation
Chapter 6, Gargiulo

	October 14
	No class – Columbus Day holiday

	October 21
	Defining curriculum and approaches to curriculum
Chapter 7, Gargiulo

	October 28
	No onsite class – Post brochure on Blackboard

	November 4
	Environments for effective service delivery
Bring brochure to class

Chapter 8, Gargiulo

	November 11
	Instructional strategies in early education/early childhood special education
Chapter 9, Gargiulo

	November 18
	Current Issues in ECSE:  Over-representation of African Americans; Services for English language learners  Topics Presentations
Chapter 10, Gargiulo

	November 25
	Current Issues in ECSE:  Inclusive Services; Young children with autism  Topics Presentations

	December 2

	Current Issues in ECSE:  Challenging Behaviors; Response to Intervention  Topics Presentations

	December 9
	Final 


� CEHD Syllabus Statements of Expectations: 


The College of Education and Human Development (CEHD) expects that all students abide by the following:


Students are expected to exhibit professional behavior and dispositions. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.gse.gmu.edu" ��www.gse.gmu.edu� for a listing of these dispositions.  


Students must follow the guidelines of the University Honor Code. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#TOC_H12" ��http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#TOC_H12� for the full honor code. 


Students must agree to abide by the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing. See � HYPERLINK "http://mail.gmu.edu" ��http://mail.gmu.edu�  and click on Responsible Use of Computing at the bottom of the screen. 


Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the GMU Disability Resource Center (DRC) and inform the instructor, in writing, at the beginning of the semester. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc" ��www.gmu.edu/student/drc�  or call 703-993-2474 to access the DRC.


Note: To determine whether the campus is closed due to inclement weather, call 703-993-1000 or go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.gmu.edu" ��www.gmu.edu�. 





� Written Assignments


All written assignments prepared outside of class will be evaluated for content and presentation as graduate-level writing. The American Psychological Association, Fifth Edition (APA) style will be followed for all written work. All written work unless otherwise noted must be completed on a word processor and should be proofread carefully. (Use spell-check!) If students are not confident of their own ability to catch errors, they should have another person proofread their work. When in doubt, they should check the APA manual. Portions of the APA manual appear at the Style Manuals link on the GMU library website at � HYPERLINK "http://libraries.gmu.edu" ��http://libraries.gmu.edu� .








